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Superstitions

For the second part of the explain brief I had started 
to look in to my Grandmothers many and varied 
superstitions, this fed nicely in to the vertical project 
brief “Memories.”

Choosing to focus on my memory of microwaving 
an oven bake polymer clay finger I had made when 
I was 9 or 10, and the imagery of the grotesque 
smouldering appendage helped to narrow down 
the superstition I wanted to attempt to explain. 
Combining this memory with a superstition about not 
touching scissors on a Friday would allude a narrative 
of Grimm proportions. 

In the crit for the first part of the explain brief, a 
parallel had been drawn between my work and story 
boards, so I was encouraged to think about working 
with moving image. I began by filming some short 
clips of things that reminded me of my Nan’s house; 
cups of tea, Superking cigarettes, glass wear, Hallmark 
channel murder mysteries, and so on. I then set 
about editing the clips together in Photoshop using a 
kaleidoscope style mask to give a fragmented feel to 
the memories. After several hours of rendering, what 
was supposed to be 2 minutes of video just touched 
the 20 second mark, but even 20 seconds was too 
much to watch of a very flat confusing reel.

I had begun to consider the possibilities of 
projecting the video on to something to make it 
a bit more engaging when I was fortunate enough 
to attend a professional practice lecture delivered 
by Kyle Bean. After the lecture, I spent several 
hours drawing and constructing a pop up diorama 
of the front section of my Nan’s house. I was quite 
pleased with the aesthetic, but the pop up action 
didn’t work properly and projecting on to the 
drawn image made things even more confusing. 
 The following day I had the opportunity to 
discuss my work with Kyle. He seemed intrigued by 
the concept, but asked why I wanted it to pop up. 
In honesty, it was just for ease of transportation, so 
Kyle suggested making a second set that was static 
and perhaps removing the drawn element. This 
made a lot of sense.
 I spent the next couple of days remaking the 
set and re-editing the video to include a photo of 
my Nan sat in her chair to replace the caricature 
I had drawn. The resultant outcome was very 
satisfying although the audio track I had created 
(which included chain smoking several Suprkings 
*cough cough*) to support the video was poorly 
edited and didn’t add anything to the piece.

http://kylebean.co.uk
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