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The colours I wished to use would reman the same. Red to indicate dystopia and 
blue for utopia. With the application of a red filter (or rose tinted glasses) the blue 
becomes the stronger image.
 I arrived at my first tutorial for this project with the image to the left almost 
ready to print. Dave suggested that some of the images were a bit difficult to read 
and that I might benefit from simplifing further and focusing in on one aspect of the 
composition. We then discussed my drawing.
 A large part of the reason for my decision to apply to university a bit later in 
life is that I have constantly struggled to develop a strong individual style. Whilst much 
of my work is identifiable as mine, it ofetn falls in to a muddy grey area between the 
clean, bold, cartoony style that I strive to create and more realist drawing., not quite 
close enough to either to be aesthetically pleasing.
 With less than a week until deadline, I decided to take a more relaxed approach 
to the brief and experiment with different types of mark making.

Utopia/Dystopia

I had some pretty strong ideas for this project from the outset. I wanted to focus on how the 
use of colour makes people read an image. I spent some time looking at facial expressions and 
symbols that could have contrasting meanings if the context is changed. 
 My initial plan was to create a series of 5 images that displayed a sequential narrative. I 
then wanted to produce two sets of prints with the same key line but different colour pallets.
 My tendancy towards ambitious projects has been highlighted by tutors on more than one 
occasion, and whilst I was researching the percieved characteristics of the two states, I began 
to wonder if the scale of the task I had set myself was going to be detremental to the work I 
would produce. I made the decision at this stage to see if I could create the same effect using 
a single image. It was at this stage I started to experiment with “red reveal,” a method where 
by using specific colours and viewing the image through a different coloured filter, the image is 
altered.
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I still wanted to use the red reveal technique that I had 
been working with, so began to consider how a similar 
effect could be achieved without the use of a digital half 
tone.
 Focusing on decay and nature from the list of 
associated words I had written at the start of the project 
I began to take photographs and rubbings of a number of 
textures that had the potential to be applied to red reveal.

The penultimate brief of the first year and I felt like I was finally on the right path, however 
it was as if I was walking it blindfolded. I was enjoying the experimentation and produced 
some pleasing images, but without a clear vision of how these processes might inform my 
work, I was starting to feel detached from what I was creating.
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I had started this brief well inside my comfort zone but not entirely happy with my 
work and ended up well outside it, feeling as if what I was producing was not a true 
representation of myself. 
 I made several attempts to try and reconcile the two opposite work-flows by 
using photographs I had taken that resembled the street scene in the first piece. My 
intention, to combine photographs and textures with a small amount of drawing, 
but nothing I produced meshed very well.
 Despite not being satisfied with much I have created for this brief, I feel 
better equipped to experiment more with analogue processes and have a better 
understanding of what I need to do to be more successful in the research and 
development stages of future briefs.
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